[Squamous cell carcinoma of the penis: treatment protocol according to our 14 years of experience].
The management of lymph nodes and the determination of prognostic factors are matters of controversy in the treatment of squamous cell carcinoma of the penis. We attempted to establish an approach based on the different types of lymphadenectomies and biopsies we have performed and to evaluate local stage and grade of cellular differentiation as prognostic factors. 81 cases treated at our institution between 1980 and 1994 were reviewed. The results of the different lymphadenectomies and biopsies performed were analyzed. Tumors were staged according to the Jackson and TNM classifications; in 62 cases the pathological samples were reexamined by the same pathologist to determine the grade of cellular differentiation according to the Broders classification. A p value of < 0.05 was considered significant. We did not obtain reliable results with the biopsies done and variable results in the lymphadenectomies performed. The grade of cellular differentiation and local stage were both statistically significant with respect to the presence of positive lymph nodes. We found statistically significant differences for survival according to the stage of the positive lymph nodes. We have established three approaches in management of squamous cell carcinoma of the penis according to the local stage and grade of cellular differentiation.